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A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING (Grand Canyon Theological Seminary)
“Then God said to Solomon: ‘Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or
wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked for a long life, but for wisdom and
knowledge for yourself, that you may judge my people over whom I have made you king, wisdom and
knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the
kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like.’” - 2 Chronicles 1:11-12

EDITOR’S NOTE
The primary theme of this newsletter is “A Deeper
Understanding” and this is something we felt is very
important, not just in life, but also in contemporary
ministry. The ability to seek first to understand is the
key to success in all things, especially in ministry and
within the church. A deeper understanding will help
you better know the people of the church and gain
further knowledge on how to lead and communicate
with them. One way the College of Theology at GCU
is embracing this idea of a deeper understanding
is through its theological seminary which seeks to

promote the development of theology in students,
scholars and faculty. It is our hope that students and
scholars will recognize the pursuit of an advanced
theological degree as a passionate development
that begins well before their first day in an advanced
theological cour se. As you read through this
newsletter, take a moment to reflect upon the ways
that God has allowed the College of Theology and
Grand Canyon Theological Seminary to encourage
the pursuit of a deeper understanding within
contemporary culture and a rapidly changing society.

selected topic. It is an excellent way to gain insight
into the theological perspectives of Christian
leaders within our world today. This past semester,
five local pastors were brought in to discuss the
topic of “Why Seminary?” The College of Theology
faculty lead for Pastor’s Roundtable events, Dr.
Justin McLendon, reflected upon the event: “In that
meeting, our students were encouraged to consider
how training is beneficial for ministry longevity and
faithful gospel witness.” As he looked forward to
several afternoons spent discussing topics relative

toward modern ministry, Dr. McLendon remarked:
“For the upcoming meeting, we hope to focus on
church planting. We’ll have area church planters
speak to our students about their own experiences
in planting churches here in Phoenix. A couple of
church planting networks will also be represented at
the event.” As the College of Theology, it is our hope
that these events will inspire various scholars to seek
out a deeper understanding of important theological
topics that are of significance for today’s pastors and
Christian leaders.

NEW TRENDS
T he College of T heolog y s eek s to enc our age
all students, teachers, alumni and scholars to
participate in the development of the Christian
faith within our world today. This section includes
theological resources as well as some exciting ways
for you to get involved!

Pastor’s Roundtable
Pastor’s Roundtable events feature small panels
of local pastors, full-time professors and adjuncts
who share about their minis tr y or speak to a

PUBLISHED WORKS AND PRESENTATIONS
The College of Theology seeks to encourage the
continuous development of academic knowledge
among those who provide instruction for our
students. This development is evident through the
following individuals:
• “Recovering the Protest of the Reformation: A
Latino Pentecostal Call for Further Reform” A
presentation provided by Dr. Sammy Alfaro at
the annual meeting of the American Academy of
Religion in Boston.
• “The Miracles of Jesus: How the Savior’s Mighty

Acts Serve as Signs of Redemption by Vern S.
Poythress” A Review published by Dr. Joshua
Greever, Ph.D.
• “The Heart of Man” A film co-authored and
produced by assistant professor, Jonathan Sharpe
and released in over 500 theaters.
»» For more publications click here
»» Send nominations to nyomi.mosley@gcu.edu

NEWS FROM COT
The College of Theology is pursuing some new and
exciting developments this upcoming semester! Take
a moment to access our blog by clicking on one of the
links below!
• Trending Faith
• College Corner
• Dear Theophilus
• Dean’s Corner
• Theology Thursday
• Seminary Updates
• Faith & Living
»» Access all publications here
»» Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
»» For more information, e-mail cot@gcu.edu

THE CENTER FOR WORSHIP ARTS
The College of Theology is proud to incorporate ministry-based worship through The Center for Worship Arts. This
upcoming quarter will be met with exciting musical releases and developments as the program seeks to expand
its horizons around the globe. Follow the links to find out more about the information listed below and much more!

• Artist Spotlight: Don Carter
• Canyon Worship Fall 2017 Songwriters Showcase
• The Center for Worship Arts held their Annual
Worship Showcase at the GCBC Student Union on
Dec. 4, 2017. A total of 275 individuals arrived to hear
14 original songs from 35 worship arts students.
Eight students, pursuing degrees with an emphasis
in production, assisted with the event. GCU studio
manager, Eric Johnson, mentioned that a few of
the songs should be expected to appear in the 2018
Canyon Worship Album! Stay tuned, as this album
will be released next Fall!
»» Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
»» More information/blog posts here

STUDENT CLUBS

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
CLINT HARPER
Former GCU College of Theology student,
Clint Harper, is pursuing an apprenticeship
with AT3 at City Church Manchester, in the
Union School of Theology. Recently, Clint
talked to us about his current experiences
and pursuit of ministry and its role in
developing “A Deeper Understanding”.
Check it out on the blog.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
BARON DECKER

Biblical Theology: Seminary professor and assistant dean, Dr.
Daniel S. Diffey, is the faculty advisor for the Biblical Theology
club. This student club discusses different theological topics in
an attempt to know God and, as a result, know themselves as well.
Future Theologians: Students with an interest in theology
meet regularly to talk about the development of theological
scholarship. As the faculty advisor, Dr. Ryan Brandt meets with
these students in the College of Theology conference rooms.
They have discussed both new and old theological concepts/
doctrines with the hope of furthering their understanding of
biblical scholarship and application.
For more information on COT clubs, visit asgcu.gcu.edu/clubs

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
The development of “A Deeper Understanding” is fostered by a continuous pursuit throughout the course of
one’s lifetime. The College of Theology seeks to encourage this pursuit through various theological programs.
We desire to encourage students to recognize a wide variety of the programs offered through the COT not
just bachelor degrees, but minors as well. In this way, a student receiving a Bachelor of Science in Biology or
a Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film Production can also minor a College of Theology program increasing their
knowledge diversity. The College of Theology’s minor programs include:
• Minor in Worship Arts - Students learn biblical theology while exploring historical and contemporary
approaches to worship. They also gain the knowledge and ability to serve as an effective worship leader
within the church.
• Minor in Biblical Studies - Students in any major will gain basic knowledge of the Bible and an ability to
interpret Scripture effectively. Coursework surveys the Bible, introduces principles and practices for
sound interpretation and applies interpretive skills to major divisions of the Bible.
• Minor in Christian Studies - Students gain ethical knowledge while exploring
the virtues and habits that shape Christian character and morality. This
minor complements foundational teachings introduced in the Christian
worldview foundational course, with an emphasis on discipline and
character development.
• Minor in Philosophy - Students are introduced to philosophical studies in
the key areas of knowledge and reality, ethics and philosophy of religion. The
program complements foundational teachings addressed in Christian worldview by providing students
with competencies necessary to effectively engage in ethical and philosophical discourse.

Baron Decker recently sat down with us
to discuss his time at GCU in addition to his
future career goals. Read our discussion on
the COT blog.

INSTRUCTOR SPOTLIGHT
DR. CHRISTINA LARSEN
Dr. Christina Larsen is currently full-time
faculty at the College of Theology and
Seminary. We asked her about her classes
and the importance behind gaining a deeper
understanding. Read her responses online.

DIG DEEPER
The administrative lead for GCU Theological
Seminary, Dr. Daniel S. Diffey, prompted
the understanding that the pursuit of a
deeper understanding begins well before a
seminary student’s first day. Read more on
the COT blog.
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